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SUBJECT: NIGERIAN-CAMEROON MARITIME BORDER 
REF: YAOUNDE’S A-81 JULY 25, 1975 

1. DURING RETURN OF COURTESY CALL, NIGERIAN AMBASSADOR SADA 
REPLIED TO MY INQUIRY ABOUT NIGERIAN-CAMEROON MARITIME BORDER 
AGREEMENT AS FOLLOWS: 

A) UK AND GERMANY CONCLUDED AGREEMENT IN 1913, WHICH NEVER 
RATIFIED, UNDER WHICH UK WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR DREDGING CALABAR 
CHANNEL AND RETAINED RIGHTS FOR NAVIGATION USE. 

B) AT AHIDJO-GOW ON MEETING, PROBLEM OF DIFFERENTIAL EXTENT OF 
COASTAL CLAIMS - 30 MILES FOR NIGERIA, 50 FOR CAMEROON - AROSE. 
GOWON KIDDED AHIDJO ABOUT INTRUDING INTO TERRITORY OF 
EQUATORIAL GUINEA. AHIDJO RESPONDED THAT THEY SHOULD DEAL 
WITH THAT PROBLEM WHEN IT AROSE. 
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C) NIGERIA HAS TO PROTECT ITS ACCESS TO THE PORT OF CALABAR 
FOR REASONS NOT ONLY OF TRADE, BUT ALSO OF SECURITY, SINCE 

IT HAS MILITARY (NAVAL) INSTALLATIONS. QUOTE WE DON'T KNOW WHAT 
CAMEROON'S POLICY WILL BE IN 20 YEARS, OR EVEN IN 5. UNQUOTE THERE- 
FORE THE AGREEMENT GIVES NIGERIA UNRESTRICTED USE OF THE CHANNEL, 

FOR THE DREDGING OF WHICH IT STILL RETAINS RESPONSIBILITY. 

D) BOATS REGISTERED IN EACH COUNTRY HAVE UNRESTRICTED FISHING 
RIGHTS IN THE WATERS OF THE OTHER. SOME YEARS AGO, IT HAD BEEN 
PROPOSED THAT ONLY NIGERIAN AND CAMEROON-OWNED BOATS - I.E., SMALL 
ONES - SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO FISH IN TERRITORIAL WATERS, FORCING 
FOREIGN-OWNED LARGER VESSELS INTO THE HIGH SEAS. BUT THIS 

WAS FOUND IMPRACTICABLE. 

E) CAMEROON WAS GIVEN THE CLEAR RIGHT FOR OIL EXPLORATION AND 
EXPLOITATION IN THE CHANNEL WHERE EXPLORATION HAS BEEN AND IS IN 
PROGRESS. THIS WAS PART OF THE AMICABLE COMPROMISE, UNDER WHICH 
NIGERIA HAS UNRESTRICTED USE OF THE CHANNEL FOR SHIPPING. 

F) SINCE THE NIGERIAN CHARTS USED DURING THE NEGOTIATIONS ONLY 
COVER 17 MILES OUT FROM THE COAST, NIGERIA WAS GIVEN RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR PRODUCING CHARTS FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE AREA COVERED. THIS 
MAPPING IS BEING DONE AT PRESENT. 

2. AMBASSADOR SADA SUGGESTED THAT THE NIGERIAN-CAMEROON COMPROMISE 
AGREEMENT MIGHT SERVE AS A MODEL TO OTHER STATES FACING 
SIMILAR PROBLEMS. HE GAVE EVERY INDICATION THAT THE AGREEMENT 
HAS IN NO WAY BEEN AFFECTED BY THE CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT IN HIS 
COUNTRY. AND THAT IS CONSIDERED MUTUALLY ADVANTAGEOUS 
BY BOTH PARTNERS. 
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